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course low but quite bearable in the sun. Of wind we had little to 
suffer. In the low valleys the October climate is extremely pleasant, 
and you are spared· the intense heat rising well above I00° in May and 
the summer months. 

Nothing is known as yet of the N. face of Bandar Punch. Perhaps 
an easier way could be found from that side and a visit to the upper 
Tons valley may offe-r the solution of a problem which so far has 
baffled all intruders . 

THE BRITISH MOUNTAINEERING 
COUNCIL 

N view' of the interest aroused by the formation of the Bri~ish 
Mountaineering Council it is thought that all our members may 
like to have some account of this new body and its doings. 

Arisjng from the resolutions passed (and recorded in A .J. 54· 318-
321) at the first exploratory meeting, to which a few only of the senior 
clubs were invited, a detailed constitution has been agreed and is still 
the subject of minor revisions, more particularly to meet the views of 
the Scottish clubs. Twenty-four clubs are members of the Council. ~. 
Each of these clubs has one or more representatives on the Council , 
according to its club membership. The officers of the Council are a 
President and an Honorary Secretary·, both nominated by the Alpine 
Club, and a Vice-President nominated by Scottish club representatives 
on the Council. The Honorary Treasurer is elected by the Council. 

The Committee of the Council consists of the officers of the Council, 
nine members, each nominated by a different club, and four elective 
members chosen by the representatives of the clubs which are not 
represented among the nominated members. 

The Council meets once a year and the ~o~mittee meets as often as 
necessary to deal with the business to be transacted, at present about 
every two months. 

The powers of the Committee, which is the executive body of the 
Council, are as follows : " 

(i) To elect constituent clubs. 
(ii) To make representations and take appropriate action on behalf 

of the Council. 
(iii) To approve letters to the press on behalf of the Council. 
(iv) To summon special meetings of the Council. 
(v) To .. appoin~ Sub-Committees. 

(vi) To consider all reports submitted by Sub-Committees and to 
take such action on those reports as is not inconsistent with 
the Rules. 
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(vii) To determine if a club has lapsed from membership of the 
Council. 

Item (ii) above seems to give the Council wide powers to act, 
apparently without prior reference to and approval by the constituent 
clubs of the proposed course of action ; but against this, Rule 2 states : 
' The rights and status of the clubs represented on the Council are 
unaffected by the formation of the Council.' This appears to protect 
each constituent club from unilateral action by the Counoil. In 
practice, however, the Committee of the Council issues a full report of 
matters discussed at each meeting and these reports, which are available 
to our members in the Club Rooms; are brought to the notice of the 
Alpine Club Committee so that they may instruct the Club's repre- · 
sentatives on the views they should express on behalf of the Club. 
The Council takes no action without giving our Officers and Committee 
an opportunity to express their views. 

The Council, which is not yet a year old, has in hand the following 
programme of work : 

(i) The publication of a book, under the auspices of the Council, 
entitled Climhz"ng z"n Br-itain, containing in conc~se form all that 
the would-be climber and novice mountaineer should know. 
It will be cheaply priced and widely available (spring, 1946). 

(ii) An investigation of and report on the best modern climbing 
equipment and rope, including Nylon rope. 

(iii) A furtherance of the National Parks scheme as proposed in the 
_ . recent White Papers. 
(iv) The giving of advice and assistance to individual clubs and other 

bodies interested in mountaineering. In this connexion the 
Council was responsible, at the request of the Central Council 
for Physical Recreation, for organising, conducting and pro
viding instructors for a course for training a number of young 
men in the elements of mountaineering and rock climbing . 

(v) The Council is working in close cooperation with the First Aid 
Committee of British Mountaineering Clubs, whose purpose 
is the provision· of first aid rucksacks and stretchers at strategic 
points in mountain districts and the organisation of mountain 
rescue parties. 

{vi) The Committee has investigated without success the possibility 
of obtaining insurance for club members against moun
taineering accidents. 

It is too early yet to form any appreciation of the possibilities of this 
new organisation, but from the foregoing it is clearly doing much useful 
work of direct benefit to all mountaineers, and we may with confidence 
look forward to further development of the Council's activities. 
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